
Bank of resources 

This section consists of useful 
material you may wish to copy and 
paste into the relevant part of your 
farm visit guide.  The text provided is 
for guidance only and you may need 
to personalise the information.

 
 
 
 
 



Bank of resources 

R.E.K. Rowlands & Partners, The Grange, Warrington Road, Mickle Trafford, Chester 
CH2 4EB.  Tel. 01244 300655; Mobile (Huw) 07950 963526; Fax 01244 300710; Email 
huw.rowlands145@btinternet.com ; Website www.redpollbeef.eu  

 
 Date: ______________ 

 
Dear 
 

 

Confirmation of visit booking  

 
Thank you for booking a visit to our farm.  Please check that the following details are 
correct: 
 

Name of school:   

Date of visit:  

Time of arrival:  

Time of departure:  

Number of children:  

Age range of children:  

Any special needs:  

Number of adults:  

Outline programme:  
  

 
 
We look forward to your visit.  Please contact me if you have any further questions. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Huw Rowlands

mailto:huw.rowlands145@btinternet.com
http://www.redpollbeef.eu/
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Farm visit evaluat ion  

 
Farm name: The Grange 
 
Farm address: Warrington Road, Mickle Trafford, Chester CH2 4EB 
 
Farm reference number: 06/120/0008 
 
By completing this form you will help us to improve future visits and ensure that they will 
be tailored to pupilsô requirements.  Thank you for your help. 
 
 
 
Name of school:  
 
Date of visit:  
 
Which key stage made the visit?   
 
What was the purpose of your visit?  
 
How did you find out about the farm?  
 
In questions 1-4, please rate on a scale of 1 to 4, with 1 being poor and 4 being good. 
 
How would you rate:  
 
1. The management and organisation?  
 
2. The pupilsô enjoyment of the programme?  
 
3. Pupil progress?  
 
4. Please tick areas of pupil progress 
 

Knowledge and understanding 

Increased knowledge  Increased vocabulary  

Improved understanding  Developing concepts  

Developing skills 

Practical skills  Questioning skills  

Observation skills  Listening skills  

Deduction skills  Recording skills  

Ability to make 
comparisons 

 Ability to follow 
instructions 
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Application of previous 
knowledge 

   

Social aspects 

Increased interest  Increased enthusiasm  

Increased confidence  Increased concentration  

Increased interpersonal 
skills 

   

Other 

    

 
5. If given the chance, would you repeat the visit?  Y / N 
 
Please add other comments below. 
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A day in the life of Huw  

 

 07:00 Get up & have coffee. 

 07:30 Go outside.  Feed the bulls and any other cattle inside. 

 08:15 Check all cattle outside, beginning with cows due to calve.  
Treat any new born calves and ear tag them.  Then check 
young stock.  Ensure water supply is running to troughs, electric 
fences are working and fences and gates are secure. Check 
mink traps. 

 10:30 Work on spreading muck from winter housing on fields. 

 13:00 Have lunch.  Listen to the news and read the post. 

 13:45 Telephone calls to order mineral licks, ensure contractors are 
ready to make silage and hay and agree dates and times. 

 14:00 Mow rows in poplar plantations, leaving some uncut. 

 17:00 Give inside animals evening feed. 

 17:45 Check all cattle outside and treat and ear tag any new born 
calves. 

19:00 Paperwork in farm office. Then have supper, and go and catch 
up with all the local news and gossip in the pub!  
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The farming year  
 

 
We do different things on the farm each season. 
 
 
 

Cattle go out to grass.  Cows have calves.  
We spread fertiliser on grassland, plough, 
and plant barley and other crops. 

SPRING 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER 

We make silage and hay for winter feed.  
The bulls go out with the cows.  We mow 
pastures and pull up poisonous plants 
(ragwort). We prune the poplar trees and 
mow the plantations. 

The cattle come in for winter housing and 
feed.  We harvest the barley and bale the 
straw to use for bedding for the cattle. 

AUTUMN WINTER 

We feed, check and muck out the cattle 
twice daily.  We maintain hedges, fences 
and ditches, & spread muck on the fields.  
The previous yearôs calves are weaned, and 
the bulls are separated from the rest of the 
herd. 
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Gro wing crops  

 

Wild Flower Mixture  

 
Sown: Autumn 
 
Look for fields of bright flowers of a variety of colours in summer. 
This crop is mowed and replanted every two years. 
 
Use: This crop is grown as part of our environmental obligations, and is designed to 
encourage insects such as bees and also small birds such as chaffinches. 
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Growing crops  
 

Winter wheat  

 
Sown: September/October 
 
Look for ñearsò of wheat growing on the stem in the summer. 
 
Harvested: August 
 
Use: Grains in the ñearsò are used for making flour and animal feed.  Stalks are used for 
straw or ploughed back into the soil. 
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Growing crops   
 

Game Cover Crop  

 
Sown: Autumn 
 
Look for a mixture of plants which will look like a mixture of different vegetables. 
 
The crop is cut every autumn and replanted every two years. 
 
Use: This crop is grown for environmental reasons and provides cover and a winter food 
source for a variety of birds such as pheasant and partridge. 
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Growing crops   
 

Potatoes  

 
Plant: April 
 
Look for plants growing in ridges of soil in the summer. 
 
Harvested: September/October 
 
Use: The potatoes under the ground are used for our food. 
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Growing crops  
 

Linseed  

 
Sown: October or March 
 
Look for fields of blue flowers in late 
spring and early summer. 
 
Harvested: August 
 
Use: The seeds are crushed for oil 
and the rest of the plant is ploughed 
back into the soil. 
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Growing crops   
 

Maize  

 
Sown: April 
 
Look for tall, green, leafy plants with 
tassels and cobs of corn in late 
summer. 
 
Harvested: September and October 
 
Use: Whole plant is chopped up as 
winter animal feed. 
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Growing crops   
 

Sugar beet  

 
Planted: March 
 
Look for large green leaves in rows.  The harvested roots are heaped in clamps in the 
autumn. 
 
Harvested: September to December 
 
Use: The root is used to make sugar and the waste is turned into animal feed.  Leaf 
tops are fed to animals or ploughed back into the ground. 
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Growing crops   
 

Barley  

 
Sown: March or April. 
 
Look for the way it ripples like waves in the 
wind. 
 
Harvested: August or September. 
 
Use:  Turned into beer and whisky and 
animal feed.  The stalks are used for straw for 
winter bedding for the animals.  
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Growing crops   
 

Winter oats  

 
Sown: September 
 
Look at how the grain grows 
higgledy-piggledy off the stalk. 
 
Harvested: August 
 
Use: Turned into food for us, such 
as porridge.  The stalks are ploughed back 
into the fields 
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Growing crops   
 

Grass  

 
This is the most common crop grown by farmers.  
 
Sown: March to September, but can then be left for more than one 
year. 
 
Look for the many different types of grass growing in the field. 
 
Harvested: May to September, and grazed by animals all year 
round 
 
Uses: For animals grazing, or cut and stored as hay or 
silage for animal feed. 
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Keeping animals  

 
All information can be personalised according to the individual farm.  The details given 
are guidelines only. 
 

Dairy cows  

 
Numbers kept e.g. 50 cows (female) and 1 bull (male) 
Breed(s) e.g. Friesian 
What they eat e.g. fresh grass in the fields in summer and in winter preserved grass as 
hay or silage. They also eat special feed when they come into the parlour twice a day to 
be milked. 
How they are kept e.g. in covered yards in winter and in the fields the rest of the year 
Why they are kept for milk production 
Lifecycle Dairy cows must first give birth to a calf in order to produce milk.  Usually, 
each cow will have a calf every year until she is 8 ï 10 years old. 
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Keeping animals  

 

Sheep  

 
Numbers kept e.g. 50 ewes (female) and 1 ram (male) 
Breed(s) e.g. Suffolk 
What they eat e.g. fresh grass in the fields for most of the year.  Over the winter and 
before lambing they receive extra food such as hay, oats or barley 
How they are kept e.g. in the fields most of the year but kept in covered yards before 
lambing 
Why they are kept e.g. most sheep are kept for meat rather than their wool 
Lifecycle: e.g. most sheep mate in the autumn to produce lambs in the spring.  As the 
weather gets warmer, the sheep are sheared for their wool. 
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Keeping animals  

 

Pigs  

 
Numbers kept e.g. 50 sows (female) and 1 boar (male) 
Breed(s) e.g. Landrace 
What they eat e.g. they are fed controlled amounts of food such as wheat, barley, 
potatoes, corn, fishmeal and skimmed milk 
How they are kept e.g. some pigs are kept entirely within buildings where the 
temperature is constant.  On other farms, pigs may live in an open field with shelters 
called arks. 
Why they are kept e.g. pigs are kept for pork and bacon 
Lifecycle: e.g. female pigs, called sows, have ten to twelve piglets in the average litter.  
Each sow can produce about five litters in two years. 
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Keep ing animals  

 

Chickens  

 
Numbers kept e.g. 50 hens (female) and 1 cockerel (male) 
Breed(s) e.g. Light Sussex 
What they eat e.g. they are fed grain, but also find food for themselves such as seeds 
and worms 
How they are kept e.g. hens kept outside are called free-range.  They sleep in 
henhouses at night, safe from foxes. 
Why they are kept e.g.they are kept for egg production 
Lifecycle: e.g. hens normally lay eggs that are unfertilised, which means that no chicks 
will grow in them.  If a farmer wants to produce chicks, rather than eggs to eat, he has 
to mate his hens with a cockerel.  The fertile eggs then hatch into chicks. 
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Keeping animals  

 

Beef cattle  

 
Numbers kept:  50 cows (female) and 3 bulls (male) 
Breed(s):  Red Polls, Friesians.  
What they eat: fresh grass in the fields in summer, and in winter preserved grass as hay 
or silage. 
How they are kept: in covered yards in winter and in the fields the rest of the year. 
Why they are kept: beef cattle are kept for meat 
Lifecycle:  a cow can have calves after she is two years old.  Forty weeks after mating 
she gives birth to one or sometimes two calves.  They stay with their mother and feed 
on her milk until old enough to graze for themselves.  A Red Poll cow can live for up to 
25 years. 
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Farm processes:  

 

Pre paring the soil  

 
This plough has blades which makes narrow trenches called furrows.  As the blades cut 
through the soil, they bury the weeds and any remains of last yearôs crop.  Ploughing 
also helps the air to circulate and the water to drain. When the tractor reaches the end 
of the field, the plough blades are turned over so that the next set of furrows will lie in 
the same direction.  This makes it easier when sowing the seeds. 
 
However, there is a lot less ploughing done nowadays and other ways of looking after 
the soil structure are used instead. 
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Farm processes:  

 

Harrowing  

 
When small seeds such as grass are to be sown, the earth must first be broken into fine 
soil.  This is normally done immediately after ploughing 
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Farm processes:  

 

Sowing  

 
These machines have drills (tubes) which sow the seeds neatly in rows in the prepared 
ground.  Sometimes the harrow and seed drills are combined so that both processes 
take place at the same time. Gaps for the tractor wheels are left unplanted so that the 
crops are not damaged by the machinery working in the field. These gaps are called 
ótramlinesô.  
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Farm processes:  
 

Rolling  

 
Rolling makes the ground firm around the seeds so that the moist soil is next to the 
seeds. This helps the seeds to germinate and reduces damage from pests such as 
slugs.  
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Farm processes:  

 

Helping the crops to grow  

 
The crops need to be protected from weeds and diseases if they are to grow well.  
Fertiliser gives the plants extra nutrients so they grow larger and stronger. Some crops 
such as potatoes need extra water.   
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Farm processes:  

 

Harvesting  

 
The crops are cut with different machines.   
 
The combine harvester cuts the wheat and barley, separates grain from the ears and 
then throws out the stalks. The stalks are either baled as straw by another machine or 
chopped up and left on the soil.  When the grain tank is full, a tractor drives up 
alongside and the grain is poured into its trailer. 
 
Fresh grass which is to be preserved as silage is cut and allowed to wilt for a few hours 
in the field.  It is then collected in bales which are polythene wrapped to keep the air out 
or picked up, chopped and put into polythene covered stores called clamps.  Silage is 
used to feed the animals in the winter. 
 
Grass which is to be preserved as hay is cut and allowed to dry before being baled.  
Hay is also used as animal feed in the winter. 

Making Silage. 

                                                             Combine Harvester 


